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will overlook the many 
will. eaſily find in it.) n 
6 O D, with all its, ORE make it 
_— "The Subject is the nobleſi in the World. - Praiſe 
is that Religions Exerciſe,” that at once honours GO 
moſt, and gives the higheſt Elevation, and the moſt 
genuine and exalted Pleaſure to our Minds. And, We 
can turn our Eyes, we can carry our Thoughts u where 
through the whole Frame of Nature, but we Hal meet 
with G O D, and ſome glorious Manifeſtations of hi 
Being and Perfecta to — Us to praiſe Him, But 
when we conſult his Word, and ſee 6 Impreſſes of his 
Glories on the great and aſtoniſhing Contrivance of our 
Salvation, by Jeſus Chriſt, we muſt be loft in Wonder, 
quite overwhelm'd with the Splendor of the divine Ma- 
nifeftations. The Luſtre is fo great, as t0 transform the 


Mind, that looks ſteddily on i, into o the Same * LIT 
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"FE tro may nag Mind deg nhl 
this Tribute from GOD, and — 
Payments made by the Beſt? 7 to 
the Duty by this Diſcourſe; whochathy hitherto liv/d 45 
— $—. or any ſerious Chriſtian, to the .- Lact 
17 and lively Performance of it, I al think. 
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AND now, m — may you have Suceeſi 
2 great Maſter s Work. May the Pleaſure of the 
roſper in your Hands. May you promote 


12875 Work of Praiſe, iy ſpreading a Jiri of ſe 
rio and lively ge a all ub attend an yout 


N Aud; 
you, Gentlerhed,, make duily Increaſe; 


MAY 
with all the Incroaſes of Gon: May your Hearts 
and Tongues be tune to the high Praiſes of your Make? 
ani Redeimer, and your Liver be an Honour and Orna= 
ment to your Chriſtian Profeſſton: And may GO D add 
— your Number ſuch as ſhall be ared. Theſe 
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Dur humble Servant,” 


SMO BROWNE 


PS AL. I. v.23. former Part. 


Whoſo offereth Praiſe glorifieth me. 


SST is not ſo much the diſtinctive Cha- 
i 7 8 racer of Man that he is Rational, as 
that he has ſuch a Meaſure of Reaſon, 
as makes him capable of Religion. 
Inferior Animals ſeem to have their 


Meaſure of Reaſon, as well as we; and, in many 
Inſtances, make better uſe of it. But herein Man 


differs from Them, that he is capable of eniploy- 
ing the rational Powers Go p has given Him, in 
the Service of his Maker and the Exerciſes of Re- 
ligion. And, indeed, true and genuine Religion 
improves our mental Powers to the utmoſt of 
which they are capable. In the higheſt Acts of Re- 
ligion, the various Faculties of our Minds are in 
their higheſt Elevation, and feel and exert the great- 
eſt Vigor. The Soul is at once calm and yet 


tranſported : Perfectly poſſeſs d of itſelf, and yet 


carried as far beyond itſelf as poſſible, and in 
Flames of Devotion offer d up to God; exerting 


itſelf to the uttetmoſt, yet all the tile at 4 


» 0 


| 124 
fect Reſt, becauſe — 2 Pleaſure and Satiſ- 
faction accompan 5 US 
= 92 N. de heavenly State that mant 
is in perfection: And the bleſſed Inhabitants of the 
better World are for ever employ'd in the moſt 908 
alted Exerciſes of it, and feel perpetual Pleaſurt 
in ſuch glorious Employment, and that always ih 
Proportion to the Life and Vigour put forth in it. 
Now what is the Employment of Heaven accor- 
ding to the Scripture Account of it, but Devotion, 
that is, Love and Praiſe ? This is what eternally 
employs and, entertains. the People of Heaven. 
Work that never waſts their Spirits, but renews 
their Strength. Work that never tires, but re- 
cruits, and delights, and raviſhes them for ever. 
And what _ them the greateſt Satisfaction, 
doth at the ſame time yield the greateſt Tribute of 
Glory to the. moſt High, Love and Praiſe, the 
moſt. devout Love and the moſt perfect Praiſe, im- 
mediately addreſs'd and offer'd up to Him, are 
the moſt dire& and full Acknowledgments of his 
Glory and Excellency, that can poſſibly be made. 
Ir ſhould therefore be the Top of our Ambi- 
tion, and the continual Endeavour of our Lives, 
to grow meet for the Happineſs of Heaven; and 
finally, be made Partakers of it: And that we 
may be meet for Heaven, it ſhould be our Endea- 
your to grow familiar with the Work of Heaven, 
to accuſtom ourſelves to heavenly Exerciſes, i. e. 
to the Exerciſes of Loving and Landing the grear 
LoD of Heaven and Earth. There is infinite 
Reaſon why we ſhould do fo, both out of regard to 
Gop and ourſelves. Yet the beſt of us come 
very ſhort of our Duty upon this Head, and for 
this Reaſon find ſo little Pleaſure, and make fo 
little Progreſs in Religion. It can't but be pro- 
er therefore, at this Seaſon, to call your 
Thoughts and mine own to ſuch a W | 
: by oe 


ſe what Effect the Argument of the Text will 
have upon Us, and how "twill ſtir us up ro this 
noble and delightful Work. N beſo offereth Praiſe 
$/orifieth me. In diſcourſing from the Words I 
ſhall conſider, ENG | tt 5d 


I. Fiſt, Wrar is implied in offering Praiſe. 
II. Secondly, I x what Senſe he may. be ſaid 1 
eri; Go p, who makes this Offering 
III. Thirdly, Wu ar are the principal Subjects 

of Praiſe to Gon. And . 44 


IV. Zafth, Ar vr r all, Tam, 


I. Fiſt, To ſhew what is implied in oferi 
Praiſe. And here the Enquiry weil be Frog 
67. Frſt,) What are we to underſtand by Praiſe? 
(2. Secondly,) What by offering it ? 

(I. Hit,) Wnar are we to underſtand b. 
Praiſe ? Now Praiſe, in the general Senſe of it, is 
nothing elſe but commending One. And all Com- 
mendation implies in it an Acknowledgment and 
Publication, either of the commendable Properties, 
or Performances of the Perſon we commend. 
That we are convinc'd of Them in our Hearts, 
and tell them to his Honour. For to aſcribe thoſe 
commendable Properties to any which we ourſelves 
do not believe him poſſeſs d of, is not to praiſe, but 
play the Paraſite. Tis to flatter, not to com- 
mend. And whatever Eſteem we have for any in 
our Hearts, we do not praiſe them till this is 
publiſh'd, and yoluntarily made known to their 
Honour. And this is the general Notion of prai- 
ſing Go p. It is the taking Notice of his Excel- 
lencies, having an Heart duly affected with them, 
making honourable Acknowledgment of them to 
Himſelf, and publiſhing them to the World. And 
Praiſe, in this Notion of it, may be diſtinguiſh'd 
into Praiſe in the moſt reſtrained Senſe, and Thankſ- 

„„ bp Pop 


= a 


[4] 

giving, They differ in this, that Praiſe makes 
ſuch Acknowledgment of divine Excellencies for 
their own ſake, and whether we have any Benefit 
or Expectation of Advantage from them or no; 
but Thankſgiving is praiſing Go p for Benefits be- 
ſtou d. on Us. The Holy Scriptures uſe the Word ip 
both Senſes. | 

' In the more reſtrained Senſe in ſuch Paſſages as 
theſe. * Make a joyful Noiſe to the LORD all ye 
Lands. Sing forth the Honour of his Name: Make 
his Praiſe glorious : Come and ſee the Works of GOD. 
T Sing to the LORD, bleſs bis Name, declare his 
Glory among the Heathen, his Wonders among all 
People; for the LORD is Great and greatly to be bleſs'd, 
Honour and Majeſty are before Him, Strength and 
Beauty are in his Sanctuary. || Who can utter the 
mighty Acts of the LORD? Who can ſbeu forth all 
his Praiſe? And elſewhere Go p's being above 
all Nations, and his Glory above the Heavens, and ha- 
wing none like Him, are aſſigned as Reaſons why he 
ſhould be praiſed. To the ſame Purpoſe, faith the 
Eſalmiſt, ff Every Day will I bleſs Thee and praiſe thy 
Name for ever and ever. Great is the LORD and 
greatly to be praiſed, and his Greatneſs is unſearchable, 
One Generation ſhall declare thy Works 0 another, and 
ſhall praiſe thy mighty Acts. I will ſpeak of the glorious 
Honour of thy Majeſty, and of thy wondrous Works. 
All thy Works ſhall praiſe Thee O LORD, and thy 
Saints ſhall bleſs Thee. And elſewhere, *1* Let them 
praiſe the Name of the LO R D, for his Name alone is 
excellent, and his Glory above the Earth and Heaven. 
And again, ff Praiſe Him for his mighty Afls, praiſe 
him according to his excelling Greatneſs. In all which 
either the Perfections of the divine Nature, or the 
Excellency and Majeſty of his Government, 0 


* 


* 
iS 
,. 


fal Ixvi. 1, 2, 5. i Pſal. zcviii. 2, 3. Pſal. cvi, 2. ** Pſa], 
Fx. 445, tt Plal.czlv, 2, &, I Plal, calviii. :3, ff Pal. el. a. 


[5] 


the Glorious Effects of his Power, or no leſs glo- 
Tious Appearances of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
are made the Subject of Praiſe, abſtracting from 
all Benefit which we ourſelves might receive from 
Them. And this is Praiſe in the nobleſt Senſe. 
It is praiſing Go p for his own ſake. XA 
Bur the other Signification of the Word, when 

it is made to ſtand for Thankſgiving, is the more 
common. In this Senſe, faith the Pſalmiſt, Oh that 
Men would praife the LO R D for his Goodneſs, and fag 
his wonderful Works to the Children of Men. In this 
Senſe, he ſaith elſewhere, f Ie that fear the LORD 
praiſe Him, all ye Seed of Jacob glorify Him ; for He 
hath not deſpiſed nor abhorred the Aflittion of the Aſfflic- 
ted, neither hath He hid his Face from Him, but when 
he cried to Him he heard, So again, Thou haſt 
turned my Mourning into Dancing, thou haſt put off my 
Sackchoth, and girded me with Gladneſe, to the End that 
my Glory may fing Praiſes to Thee, and not be filent, 
0h LORD my GOD,. 1 will give Thanks to Thee 
for ever. Where praiſing God is plainly made 
equivalent to giving Thanks. So again, ff He 
brought me up out of an horrible Pit, out of the miry 
Clay, and ſet my Feet on a Rock, and hath eſtab- 
liſhed my Goings, and he hath put a new Song into my 
Mouth, even Praiſe to our GOD. So again, 
** Oh bleſs our GOD ye People, aud make the Voice 
of his Praiſe to be heard, who holdeth our Soul in Life, 
and ſuſfereth not our Feet to be moved. And thus, to 
mention no. more, ſaith David, f,f 1 will praiſe 
Thee with my whole Heart, before the Gods will I praiſe 
Thee. I will wojhip towards thy holy Temple, and 
praiſe thy N. e, jor thy loving Kindneſs and thy Truth; 
for th 4 bat magnified thy Word above all thy Name. 
And chis is properly giving to Gop the Praiſe of his 
X  Fullneſs 


* Pſal. cvii. 8, 15, Ser. t Pal. zxii. 23, 29. ** Pſak xxx. rr, 12. 
ji Pſal. x]. a, 3. * Plal. Ixvi. 8. 9. {, i Pfal. cxxxviii. 2, 2. 
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Fullneſs and flowing Benignity, diſplay'd in Ads 
EKindneſs to Us, either by immediate Vouch- 
afement to ourſelves, or elſe to others with whom 
we have Alliance and Concerns. 7 Thanks are al- 
ways ſuppos d to be given for Kindneſſes receiy'd : 
And Kindneſſes receiv'd ever ſignify both the Suf- 
ficiency and kind Inclinations of Him who confers 
them. When therefore Thanks are render'd to 
Gop, his Wealth and Bounty are celebrated, 
Acknowledgment is made that He is immenſely 
rich in Himſelf, and beneficent and kind to Them 
who offer up their Thanks. So that in both Senſes 
of the Word, you ſee Confeſſion is made of the 
Divine Perfections, and Go is eſteem'd, admir'd 
and applauded for them. This is praiſing G 0D. 


85 5 
(2. Secondly,) I am to conſider what is implied 
in offering Praiſe. The Original doth moſt proper- 
ly ſignify Sacrificing. And whateyer is ſacrificed is 
brought into G oD's Preſence, and tender'd to 
Him by the Perſon who makes the Sacrifice. So 
that the Praiſe here meant ſeems to be a dire& 
Act of Religion, ſuch as is immediately offer d up 
to Gor. Indeed, Praiſe, in a leſs limited Senſe, 
is not altogether excluded. We may praiſe God 
when we do not directly addreſs ourſelves to Him, 
as is plain from the general Senſe of the Word 
given under the foregoing Head. We may com- 
mend Him to our Fellow Creatures, and tell them 
of all his wondrous Works. We may endeavour to 
bring into view his glorious Excellencies, and the 
wonderful Appearances of them on the Works of 
his Hands; and thereby engage their Eſteem, their 
Wonder, and their Devotion. We may relate to 
them the manifold Inſtances of his Kindneſs and 
Bounty to Us, and the vaſt Obligations we are 
under to Him, upon their Account, and this that 


we may prevail with them to advert to 1 


' CF] 


Obligations alſo. To do thus is to praiſe G 6d. 
and this Praiſe may be an Offering too, if it be 
given with a direct Intention to honour G6»% 
and if the devout Heart doth but turn its Eye to- 
wards Go p, and invite him thereby to take No- 
tice of his Intention. a | = al 
Bor offering Praiſe is a direct Act of Religion, 
addreſt immediately to Go, either perform'd in 
Silence by the Mind itſelf, or expreſs'd with the 
Mouth. For Go p may be prais'd by the Mirid%s 
attending to the Perfections of his Nature, to the 
Operations of his Hands, or the Effects of 'h& 
Bounty, by being affected with all; and then look- 
ing upward, and inviting Him to witneſs to the 
Eſteem, Wonder and Devotion it hath for Go p. 
He who ſearcheth the Hearts and trieth the Reins, to 
whom all Things are naked and open, needs not to 
have the Sentiments of our Minds put into Words, 
and uttered with our Mouths, that He may know 
Them. He is a Witneſs to all that paſſeth within 
Us. And the Heart may be full of Devotion, and 
Gop may have Praiſe offered by it, in the m6ſt 
lively and ſerious Manner, when the Tongue never 
ſtirs. As on the other hand, the Tongue may be 
loud in the Praiſes of Go p, when in reality there 
is no Praiſe offered up to Him, becauſe the Heart 
keeps not pace with the Tongue, and the Words 
uſed are no Signification of the true Senſe of the 
Mind. But this Offering is moſt perfect, when 
the real Devotion of the Heart tunes the Tongue, 
and' the higheſt Sentiments which the Mind-can 
form of God, are expreſs'd in ſaitable Language, 
and addreſs d to Him. I ſay, tis then the moſt pe 
Offering, becauſe our Fellow Creatures are mad 
Witneſſes to our high Thoughts of Go p, and ai 
excited or aſſiſted in paying the ſame Homage to 
Him. For hereby it is plain he is moſt honoured 
by our Praiſes, in the only Senſe wherein he can 
| | | receive 
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receive Honour from Us. And therefore you will 
find David doth not only ſtir up his Heart to the 
Work of Praiſe, but endeavours alſo to * awake his 
Glory. My Heart is fixed, oh GOD ! my Heart is fixed, 
J will fing and give Praiſe. Awake up my Glory. That 


is, let my Tongue rouze and exert itſelf in this 


bleſſed Work; and that not barely in telling or 
ſhewing forth the Praiſes of G oD, but in ſinging 
them too. And therefore is this called f Singing to 
GOD. Fs 
Ap when we do, in this manner, ſpread the 

real Senſe of our Minds before G o p, or expreſs it 
to him in Words, and pay Him Thanks for Bene- 
fits vouchſafed, or render Him the Praiſe of his 
own Glories and Perfections, we make our Praiſes 
an Offering or Sacrifice. And this brings me, 


II. Secondly, To enquire in what Senſe they who 
do ſo may be ſaid 20 glorify GOD. And here it is 
obvious, that the Pſalmiſt can't be underſtood of 
conferring any new Honour on G O D, or contributing 
any Thing to the Increaſe of his original and 
eflential Glories. He is Himſelf the Perfe&ion of 
Beauty, and the firſt Source of all Honour. He 
beſtows all on his Creatures, but can properly re- 
ceive nothing from Them, having in Himlelt the 
Perfection of all Being, Excellency and Honour. 

Ir is true, we read in Scripture, of giving Glory 
to GOD; but this muſt not be underſtood, of com- 
municating any Thing to Him, or conferring any 
Thing on Him which he had not before. One 
Paſlage of Holy Scripture will let us into the plain 
Meaning of this Expreſſion. ** Give to the LORD, 
ye Mighty, give to the LO RD Glory and Strength, 
For who can imagine that any of the mightieſt 

| among 


* Pal, Ivii. 2, . t V. s. Pal. zxxix, f. 
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among the Children of Men, can make any Addi- 
tion to the Power or Strength of Gon, who is 
Almighty, hath in himſelf the Fulneſs of Power, 
and can have no more than the utmoſt Degree of 
Power, of which he is eternally and unchangeably 
* poſſeſs dꝰ And as little can they give Glory to 
Him as they can give Strength. It being impoſ- 
ſible that any Addition ſhould be made to the 
eflential Dignity, Perfection or Excellency: of 


OD. (662-4 | | 
Arx the Glory God can receive from Us, is 

an Acknowledgment of what belongs to Him, 
Join'd with a proper Degree of Eſteem and Aﬀec- 

tion. We may take Notice of thoſe Things in 

Go which are glorious in Themſelves, or thoſe 

. Appearances of GoD that are the proper Mani- 
feſtations of his inviſible and eternal GoDarapD 

and Glories ; We may hereby endeavour to raiſe 
Wonder, and Love and Devotion to Him in our 
Hearts. And when ſuch a Frame is wrought in 

our Minds, We may turn our Eyes towards Him, 

and ſignify thereby what an high Eſteem and Ve- 
.-neration we have for Him in our Hearts; We may 
expreſs this with our Mouths, or breath out the 

" Devotion of our Souls in Songs of Praiſe. But we 
can proceed no farther. We may own Him glo- 

rious, but we cannot make him ſo: We can only 

- contemplate, and eſteem, and commend the glo- 

rious Things of God, made known to us by the 

Works of his Hands, or in the Word ot his 
Grace. This is all the Glory we are capable of 

giving to Gop, That is, we can only acknow- 

ledge, with due Gratitude and Affection, that 
; He is too glorious in Himſelf to receive any addi- 
tional Glory from Us. That He is indeed * exalted 
far above all Bleſſing and — 1 
ur 
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Bur though this be the true State of the Cafe, 


yet this manner of ſpeaking in holy Scripture is 
in Accommodation to Us. And God fignifies 
hereby, that though he can't receive Benefit from 
any Services of ours, yet all the Acts of genuine 


Piety are acceptable and pleaſing to Him through 
- Chriſt. And though our higheſt Praiſes can't add 


any Thing to Him, yet they ſhew that his Crea- 
tures have right and juſt Conceptions of Him, 
deep Convictions of his Being, Majeſty and Ex- 
cellencies, and that their Minds are under proper 
Impreſſions from them. In this Senſe Praiſe may 
glorify Gop, 2. e. own his Glories, and ſignify an 
Heart duly impreſt by Them. 

AN p, indeed, I am apt to think the Expreſſion 
of glorifying God in the Text is emphatical, and 
intimates, that oftering Praiſe is that A& of Reli- 
gion which doth, above all others, glorify Go p, 
and is moſt pleaſing to Him. This is the Work 
of Heaven. The perpetual Employment of glorious 
Angels, and glorified Souls, will be to praiſe 
God, to pay their moſt devout Thankſgivings to 
Him, and make the moſt hearty Acknowledg- 
ments of his Glory and Excellencies; or, in the 
Language of the Pſalmiſt, io ſpeak, to ſing of the 
glorious Honour of his Majeſty, and all his wondrous 
Works. And what will be the eternal Employ- 
ment of Heaven, muſt be the higheſt A& of Re- 
ligion in it ſelf, and the moſt fitted to glorify 
GoDd: For there Religion is in Perfection, there 
God makes the cleareſt Diſcoveries of Himſelf to 
his Creatures, and there the higheſt Acknowledg- 
ments are made to Him for ever. All other Acts 
of Religion are but as ſo many Aſcents therefore 


towards this; but when we are got hither, and 
| Our 
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our Tongues and Hearts are perpetually in Tune 
for the Work of Praiſe, the laſt Step is taken, we 
can go no higher. And what is the higheſt Act in 
Religion, muſt be moſt for the Glory of God, 
the great Object of Religion. 

Ap if we attend to the Nature of the Thing, 
the Truth can't but be obvious to every Mind. 
For it is in theſe Acts of Religion, that the Crea- 
ture is moſt diveſted of all Regard to Himſelf, 
and ſwallow'd up of Go p. Whether Praiſe be 
underſtood to include Thankſgiving or exclude it. 
For as to Thankſgiving, it is the acknowledged Re- 
ſentment of a Favour already receiv'd, of a paſt 
Benefaction, and as ſuch it can have nothing (ſelfiſh 


in it. It is an Acknowledgment of great Obliga* 


tion, and, in this Caſe, without the leaſt Proſpe& 
of Requital, and implies in it a very lively Senſe 
and plain Confeſſion of the Fullneſs and flowing 
Benignity of the diuine Nature. And what is 
there ſelfiſh in all this? Is not Go p directly ho- 
nour'd in all, without any regard to our Intereſts ? 

Bur as to Praiſe more ſtrictly ſo called, as it 
ſignifies Eſteem and Veneration for Gop, and 
becoming Acknowledgment of the infinite Excel- 
lencies of his Nature, and the glorious Preemi- 
nence of his Being and Majeſty, this is plainly 
honouring Him for his own ſake altogether. And 
though the Act will have the higheſt Pleaſure an- 
nexed to it, when it is perform'd in the higheſt 
Degree, yet is it not perform'd with any View to 
our own Pleaſure, but with a pure Regard to 
Gon. It is becauſe he appears amiable, that we 
love Him ; becauſe he appears excellent that we 


applaud Him, and becauſe he appears infinitely 


amiable and excellent that we praiſe him to the 
utmoſt of our Capacities. The Contemplation of 
his Glories, of his Attributes, of his wonderful 


Works of one kind and another, begets Eſteem, 
CG 2 exeites 
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excites Wonder and Veneration, tranſports the 
Heart, tunes the Tongue, and ſwallows. up the 
whole Mind. All this is Homage paid him for his 
own ſake, and without any dire& Regard or Con- 
cern for ourſelves. And muſt not this be moſt of 
all tor the divine Honour ? Ir is plain that theſe 
Acts of Religion are perform'd upon no ſelfiſh 
Principles. And as Gop cannot be made more 
glorious by Us than He is in Himſelf, bur all that 
his Creatures can do towards glorifying Him, is to 
obſerve, contemplate, and own, in a becoming Man- 
ner, the Glories he poſſeſſes; when this is done to the 
uttermoſt, he muſt be moſt glorified by Them. Now, 
when our Minds take in the cleareſt and the fulleſt 
Views of Go'p, when our Hearts moſt fixedly 
chuſe him and adhere to him, and rejoyce in him 
as the chief Good, and our Tongues, hereupon 
break out into the moſt lively and devout Praiſes 
and Acknowledgments, it is manifeſt that He ap- 
pears moſt glorious to Us, He is acknowledg'd 
moſt glorious by Us; and therefore, in the Senſe 
of my Text, We do moſt glorify Him. | 
Anp if we could be wholly abſtracted from 
ourſelves, and forget we are in Being whilſt we 
make this Offering, and commend and celebrate 
the divine Glories, this would not abate, but ra- 
ther improve our Satisfaction. So that our Hap- 


pineſs is at the Height, when our Minds are moſt 


taken up with the Contemplation of the divine 
Glories, moſt deeply impreſs'd by Them, and 
molt tranſported with the Admiration and Love of 
them. And He, who in a right Frame of Mind 
offers Praiſe, though he ſhould, in doing it, whol- 
ly overlook and forget Himſelf, yet takes the moſt 
direct Method in the World to raiſe his own Plea- 
ſure to the Height, and as he moſt glorifies G o p, 


doth at the ſame Time moſt delight and gratify 


Himſelf. And this brings me 
ul. rah, 
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3 ä 3 * 2 * 997 
III. Thirdly, To lay before you ſome of the 
principal Subjects of this Praiſe. For what ſhould/ 
Gop be praiſed ? And, according to the double 5 
2 given the Word above, He ſhould be praiſ- 
ed, | | WH 8 
_ - (1. Hrſt,) For all the Bleſſings and Benefits he 
beſtows apon Us. * Bleſs the LO RD, ob my 
and all that is within Me bleſs his holy Name; 8B 
the LO R D oh my Soul, and forget nat all his. Benefits, 
— Forget none of them if poſſible, but keep in 
ind how many and various They are. And, in- 
deed, ſo many are the Favours all of Us receive 
from G oD, that they cannot be counted. If we 
would declare and ſpeak of Them, they are | more than 
can be numbred. We are Debtors to Him for our 
Being, our Lives, our Senſes, and our nobler 
Powers, for our Capacity of Bliſs and Immortali- 
ty : For all the outward Enjoyments of Life, for 
our Food, our Raiment, and the greater Abun- 
dance any of Us poſſeſs; for the Succeſs of our 
Endeavours, and the Security of our Poſſeſſions. 
And we are much more indebred to him for the 
Contrivance of our Redemption, for the Manifeſ- 
tation of Go p in the Fleſh, for the Sacrifice and 
Sutterings of the Son of Go, and the Atonement 
fof Sin made by his Death, for the Covenant of 
Grace, the Means of Salvation, and the free En- 
joyment of them, eſpecially if by the Spirit of 
Holineſs they have been made effectual to our 
Sanctification, and we have hereupon any ſure 
Hopes of everlaſting Glory. In a Word, all the 
Eaſe We have in our Bodies, all the Peace we have' 
in our Minds, all the Comfort we have in our Re- 
lations and Friends, and worldly Goods, — the 
Enjoy- 
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Enjoyment we have of Gop in Ordinances, all 
the Hopes we have by CHRIST of a better 
World, ſhould be Matter of Thankſgiving, and fo 
of Praiſe to Gop. Upon all theſe Accounts 
ſhould we pay our Thanks to Go p, and in ſo do- 
ing offer Praiſe. | | 

Ap, indeed, the Favours of God are ſo mul- 
tiplied every Day, that we ſhould daily make this 
Offering ; we ſhould be often praiſing Go p every 
Day of our Lives. Nor are we only to give him 
Thanks for Mercies perſonal and domeſtick, vouch- 
ſafed to ouri.lves and our Families, but for thoſe 
we have in common with many Others. We 
ſhould rejoyce in the Proſperity of our Country, 
And as the peaceable and flouriſhing Eſtate of it 
ſhould yield Joy to Us, it alſo demands a Tribute 
of Thanks to Go p from Us. And diſtinguiſhing 
Favours of Gop to ourſelves, our Families, or 


our Native Land, do, in a peculiar Manner, re- 


quire our Praiſes and Thankſgivings; and that not 
only at the Time when they are firſt vouchſafed, 
but they ſhould remain upon Record in our Minds, 
to be the Matter of frequent Thankſgivings to 
Gor. You will find, upon conſulting them, that 
this is the very Purpoſe, for which many of the 
Pſalms were penn'd, I mean, to be ſtanding Memo- 


rials of the diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs of Gop to 


his People, and laſting Evidences that they did not 
loſe the Senſe of his Favours and Benefactions. 
But as God is to be prais'd for his Kindneſs to 
Us, he is much more to be praiſed, 

(2. Secondly,) For the Glories and Perſections of 
his own Nature; for What He is in Himſelf, and 
for the Manifeſtations he has made of Himſelf, 
eſpecially in the Works of Creation, Providence and 
Redemption. The eflential Excellencies and Glories 
of the divine Nature, are to be the Matter of our 


higheſt Praiſe. When theſe are contemplated, ad- 
| mir d, 


\ 


Praiſe then is Go p moſt glorified. * But we do 


' manifold are thy Works, ſaith the Eſalmiſt, in Miſdom 


II 
mir'd, ador'd and celebrated, with the maſt hear 
ty Devotion, and in the moſt lofty Strains ef 


not immediately at preſent behold Go p, nor can 


theſe Glories be the Subject of our Admiration and 
Praiſe, any farther chan they are manifeſted and 


made known to Us. And therefore G o p has been 
pleaſed to ſhew himſelf to Us in his Works, eſpe- 
cially thoſe before mention d, from all which we 


are to collect Matter of Praiſe to Him. 


(1. Firft,) FxRom the Works of Creation. The 
whole Frame of Nature is the Contrivance of di- 
vine Wiſdom, and the Effect of divine Power and 
Goodneſs. And how evident are the Appeatances 
of theſe Perfections throughout the Whole? Ha 


haſt thou made them all. The mighty Fabrick of the 
World ſtands as a convincing and. illuſtrious Proof 
of the Being and Perfections of GOD. De l- 
viſible Things of GO D, from the | Creation of the 
World, may be ſeen by the Things that are made, even 
his eternal Power and Godhead. \|| The Heavens declare 


his Glory, and the Firmament ſheweth his handy Mork. 


And as the Appearances of Divinity are very 
plain on the whole Frame of Nature, ſo they 
ſhould be remark'd to the Praiſe of its Author. 
** Remember, ſaid the wiſe Eliſha, that thou magnify 
his Works which Men behold. The firſt Inſtitution of 
the Sabbath ſeems to have been for this End, that 
G oD might have the Praiſe of his creating Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs given him on that Day, 
and therefore is that Reaſon annexed to the Com- 
mand, In fix Days the LORD made Heaven and 
Earth, the Sea, and All that in Them is, and reſted the 
ſeventh Day. And though the Chriſtian Sabbath was 
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appointed for other Purpoſes, yet not to the utter 


Excluſion of this. Redeeming Mercy is not ſo en- 


tircly to engage our Minds on this Day, as to take 
us oft altogether from attending to the Appearances 
of. God, on the Frame of Nature, or from ren- 
.dring to Him the Praiſes due to his Name, as the 
Creator of all Things. 0.2 0) | 

-. W = ſhall find the Royal Pſalmiſt, upon conſulting 
is divine Compoſures, to have been much employ'd 
in this Part of Praiſe ; and that upon various Oc- 
caſions. We have one general of Praiſe to this 
-Purpolſe, in which he calls on * che Sun, Moon and 
. all-the Stars of Light ; on the Heaven of Heavens, and 
the Haters which are above the Heavens; on Fire and 
Hail, Snow and V/apour, Stormy Winds fulfilling his 
Word; on Mountains and Hills, fruitful Trees and Ce- 
dars; on Beaſts aud Cattle, and creeping Things, as 


well as on Men of all Ranks, to praiſe Gov. 


Not that he could expect ſenſeleſs and inanimate 
Beings ſhould themſelves offer direct Praiſe to 
GOD. But the rational Part of the Creation 
ſhould take Notice of. thoſe Appearances of Go vo 
that are on the reſt, and take Occaſion hereupon 
to offer up their Praiſe, and to magnify and cele- 
brate that accurate Skill, that immenſe Power and 
rich Benignity of God, which ſhine forth, with 
ſo conſpicuous a Luſtre, from all the Works of his 
Hands. Inanimate Creatures praiſe Go p, by the 
Arguments they offer to the rational Part of their 
Fellow Creatures, to excite them to this Work. 
So that when the Eſalmiſt calls on Brutes and Trees 
to praiſe God, it is only a fervent Wiſh that 


Mankind would attend to their Duty, and render 


to Go the Glory of all his Works. But, 
4 8 (. 2. Secondhy,) 


. 
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(2. Secondly,) Martz for divine Praiſe is alſo 
to be fetch d from the Mort of Providence. By this 
God ſuſtains and manages all Things, and that 
according to his Pleaſure, and with infinite Eaſe 
and Skill. And what Diſcoveries of his Perfections 
are made here? How immenſe muſt his Know- 
ledge be, to have an Eye at once to all the great 
and little Affairs of the Univerſe? How vaſt muſt 
his Power be, to ſuſtain the whole Fabrick, and 
give a due degree of Motion to-the ſeveral Parts? 
to turn about the Planets in their various Orbs, to 
adjuſt all their Motions to their ſeveral Purpoſes! 
to continue the orderly Returns and Revolutions 
of the Seaſons of the Lear! How great is his 
Goodneſs to cover the Heavens with Clouds, and pre- 
pare Rain for the Earth, and male the Graſs grow on 
the Mountains To open the Hand of his Bounty, and 
+ ſatisfy the Defire of every living Thing ! A 
. H<& is to be own'd and adord by Us, for exer- 
ciling a Providence over all the Affairs of the 
World, the greateſt and leaſt, the moſt important 
and moſt trivial. It is He that ſtretcheth out the 
Heavens as a Curtain, and ſpreadeth the Earth over the 
empty Space. He ſhuts up the Sea with Doors, and 
ſaith to it, hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no farther, and 
here ſhall thy proud Waves be ſtaid. He commandeth the 
Morning, aud cauſeth the Day;ſpring to know his Place. 
He numbers the Clouds in Wiſdom, and ſtayeth the 
Bottles of Heaven. ff He changeth the Times and 
Seaſons ; he removeth Kings and ſetteth up Kings. Nay, 
he concerns himſelf ſo much as with Sparrows, 
not * one of Them falling to the Ground without Hum. 
Nor doth he only manage the inanimate Part of 
the Creation according to his Pleaſure, and make 
them ſerve his Purpoſes, but orders the Actions of 
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voluntary Agents, ſo as to compaſs his own De- 
figns. * He doth according to his Pleaſure in the Armies 
of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of the Earth. 
+ He brings the Councels of the Heathen to nought, and 
makes the Devices of the People of none Effet. ** He 
turneth the wiſe Men backward, and maketh their Know- 
ledge fooliſh. But the ft Council of the LORD 
ſtandeth for ever, the Thoughts of his Heart to all Gene- 
rations. 

Ir is true, there is, many times, a very great 
Darkneſs over the Ways of Providence, as to Us. 
The Conduct ſeems mighty intricate and perplex d. 
But even this Darkneſs is venerable. We cannot 

netrate it, but we dare not cenſure one Step 
taken by the ſupreme Manager. But when the 
Veil comes to be taken off, and the Meaſures of 
divine Providence to be underſtood, how beautiful 
will his Work appear * And this ſhould raiſe the 
Wonder of every pious Obſerver, and fill their 
Minds with Eſteem, their Hearts with Love, and 
their Mouths with Praiſes. 

AND ſignal Appearances of G o p in the Courſe 
of his Providence, on behalf of Churches or Na- 
tions, ſhould, in a particular Manner, be re- 
mark d, and made Occaſions of his Praiſe. When 
for their ſakes He blinds the Eyes of Politicians, 
takes the Crafty in their own Craftineſs, and carries 
their Councils head-long, or takes away all the Spirit 
and Courage of the Stout-hearted ; and, in a 
critical Juncture, ſteps in and unravels at once 
Schemes that have a long time been laboured, and 
are juſt ripe for Execution. 

AND can we forbear bringing this Home to 
our Caſe, this memorable Day ? A Day that will 


remembred 
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remembred by all, who love true Religion and Li- 
berty, with Honour and a kind of Tranſport. 
It cannot be forgotten what a Gloom hung over us 
five Years ago, and with what dejected Laoks and 
heavy Hearts all the Lovers of their Country 
mourn'd over it, and waited to ſee their Religion 
and Liberties at once torn from them, and loſt be- 
yond Recovery. When Wretches, reſolv'd to deliver 
us up to our Enemies, and bring in an attainted Im- 
foſtor, nurs d up in the Maxims of Tyranny, and an 


implacable Bigot to Rome, to reign over a free and 


proteſtant People, had work'd themſelves into the 
Favour of an eaſy Princeſs, and poſſeſs'd Them- 
ſelves of all the Power of the Nation. When our 
Allies had been treacherouſly deſerted, our Forces 
were disbanded, our Forts, in a manner, diſmant- 
led, and the Guard of our Harbours intruſted with 
ſuch, as were avowed Enemies to our Conſtitu- 
tion at that Time, and have ſince drawn their 
Sword againſt their Sovereign and their Country. 
When all the zealous Friends to the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſjon were diſgrac'd, and remov'd from all Places 
of Power and Authority, in which they were 
capable of ſerving and ſecuring it; whilſt, after 
many Profeſſions of the utmolt Zeal for it, the 
Queen either gave into the Meaſures of her Mi- 
niſters, and countenanc'd the vile Deſign to de- 
ſtroy it; or, with an Indolence, not much leſs 
criminal, permitted herſelf to be govern'd by 
Them, and left them to purſue their own Mea- 
ſures without Controul. When the Pretender to 
the Crown, as his Declaration inform'd us, was on 
the Road to take Poſſeſſion of it. When, in all 
theſe Circumſtances, it was utterly out of our Power 
to ſave ourſelves, and we could raticnally look for 
Help no where elſe. How near were we to the 
Brink of Ruin? How ready were all Hearts to 
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faint, and give up whatever is dear to Brizons of 
Proteſtants for loſt ! r 
Bur in this Juncture divine Providence inter- 
pos'd, and brought our preſent Sovereign to the 
Throne in Peace, to the utter Confuſion of the 
Enemies of their Country, and the utter Defeat of 
their Hopes, when they had juſt brought their 
Schemes to the Birth, and perſuaded themſelves 
they could not miſcarry. The Turn was ſo ſudden 
ws unexpected, that we were lile Men that dreamt. 
And the Concern of Providence in it was ſo viſible, 
that when none elſe could, Go p did, as with his 
own Hands, ſnatch Us from the Jaws of Death. 
Ang ſhould not this be Matter of Joy to Us, 
and Thankſgiving and Praiſe .to Him? And 
ſtill the Day looks bright upon Us. Neither the 
Oppoſition of Enemies, their ſecret Plots nor open 
Rebellions, nor the Defe&ion and Indifference of 
Friends (if they can, indeed, be Friends to their 
King and Country, who, at ſuch a Juncture, are 
indifterent) have hinder'd our Sovereign from pur- 
ſuing his wiſe Meaſures to make Us ſafe and hap- 
py; and that with a Succeſs even exceeding our 
Expectations. So that if our abounding Sins, and 
our unchriſtian Quarrels and Animoſities, prevent 
it not, we hope the Foundations of Liberty, and 
true and pure, i. e. ſcriptural Religion will be fix'd 
amongſt Us, and theſe great Bleſſings deriv'd down 
ſafe to our Poſterity. And ſhould not Go p have 
his Praiſe for ſuch ſignal Appearances for a finful 
People, and ſuch Diſplays of his Wiſdom, Power 
and Goodneſs in the Conduct of Providence? 
But. . | / 
63. Thirdly, Trax great Work of Redemption is, 
jn a particular Manner, to be the Subje& of our 
Praiſe. The Method contriv'd and purſu'd, for 
the Salvation of lapſed Mankind, by the Incarna- 
tion, Obedience, Sufferings, Death and Interceſ- 
a 8 | „* 
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fon of Gop the Son, the ſecond Perſon of the 
glorious and eternal Trinity. Who being from 
everlaſting Gon, did yet, in the Fullneſs of Time, 
become Man, that he might mediate between 
Gop and Men, and make up the Breach which 
Sin had occaſion'd, and bring about a mutual Re- 
conciliation and Amity, This is that“ Myſtery 
that was hidden from Ages and Generations, but is now 
made manifeſt to the Saints. | 

Ax p how wonderful is it, that f GO D ſhould 
be manifeſt in Fleſh, that the eternal ** Mord ſhould 
be made Fleſh! And this, that ff a Body being pre- 
pard for Him, He might, by ſhedding his own 
Blood, do what was impoſſible to be done by the 
Blood of Bulls and Goats, viz. take away Sin, or re- 
leaſe Sinners, believing in him, from their Guilt! 
What Occaſion hath divine Wiſdom taken from the 
Tranſgreſſion of Men, to magnify the rich Mercy 
} * L 

of God, and yet at the ſame time honour his 
Juſtice, aſſert his Holineſs, and maintain the Au- 
thority of his Laws, and Majeſty of his Govern» 
ment ! To ſhew, at once, implacable Hatred to 
Sin, and yet Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion to Sin- 
ners, paſſing all the Bounds of Thought. *}* Mercy 


and Truth do here meet together, Righteouſneſs and Peace 


kiſs each other. Sin is puniſh'd, and yet Sinners pi- 
tied. Rebels are diſcharg'd, and yet their injured 
Sovereign is pleas'd and ſatisfied. | 

Alk the Glories of the Gopatar here 


mingle and unite their Splendors. Miſdom in con- 


triving, and Power in bringing to effect, the great 
Model of our Salvation, Faithfulveſs in fulfilli 
all the Promiſes of the Word of Gop, Holineſs 
in bearing the moſt awtul Teſtimony again Sin, 
; | Ii e — | Juſtice 
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Juſtice in puniſhing it to the utmoſt, even much 
more ſeverely than if the Sentence had been execu- 
ted on the Guilty themſelves, the Blood of Gop 
being incomparably more valuable than the Lives 
of all Mankind, and yet Mercy ſhines out here in 
its higheſt Luſtre. The Love of Gop to Men is 
ſo illuſtrious nothing can be more. Every Page of 
the Goſpel is commending and applauding it, 
* GE OD ſo loved the World, as to give his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever would believe in Him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. + Herein is Love. 
To ſave ſinful Men, he ** did not ſpare his own Son, 
his only begotten Son. Pardon and Peace thus 
1 procured for Us, are much more valuable, and a 
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i! much more affecting Proof of the Love of Gon 
0 to Us, than if they had been (if this could have 
1 been) freely beſtow'd upon Us. 

1 — THis glorious Scene lies open to the Notice, 


and engages the Admiration of the holy Angels, 
They ſing Glory to GOD in the higheſt upon this 
Occaſion. And ſhall not We, who are much more 
concern'd than the Angels, turn our Eyes this 
Way, and contemplate a Scene ſo full of Glory, 
with Wonder, with Tranſport, with the higheſt 
Eſteem of GoD, and Veneration for Him in our 
Hearts, and ſtill gaze on till the Devotion of our 
Hearts breaks out into Songs of Praiſe, the moſt 
lofry Acclamations and Applauſes, and the moſt 
joyful and triumphant Halelujahs!] Eternity itſelf 
will not be ſpace enough to celebrate redeeming 
Love and Grace, and the other Perfect ions of G o » 
diſplay'd in this great Work. But we ſhould 
not delay our Praiſes till we arrive at the World of 
Praiſe, but endeavour, whilſt we are on Earth, to 

gct 


John iii. 16. 11 John iv. 10. ** Rom. viii. 32. 


' 


_ 
get our Hearts and Tongues in Tune, for what 
will be our perpetual Employment, if we are & 


happy, at laſt, as to get to Heaven, * 
ANp thus you ſee, that the Wonders of crea- 


ting Power and Wiſdom, of providential Goodneſs 


and Skill; but, above all, the glorious Appea- 
rances of Go in the great Work of Redemption, 
ſhould be much the Subje& of our ſerious and de- 
lightful Thoughts, and thereby ſtir up our Hearts 
to Admiration and Devotion, and tune our 
Tongues to Songs of Praiſe. Whoſo offereth 
Praiſe upon theſe Accounts glorifeth GOD. And 
this brings me, in the 


IV. And laſt Place, To apply all in two or 
three Interences. And hence we may learn, 

I. Firſt, WHar to think of them who never 
offer Praiſe to GOD at all. It is plain that they 
have little Concern tor his Glory and Honour. 
Nay, it is but too obvious, that they are utterly 
deſtitute of all Religion. For can any Man be- 
lieve that Gop is, acknowledge the Perfections of 


- his Being, own him for the Almighty Creator of 


Heaven and Earth, and the Wiſe Governor of the 
World, or give hearty Credit to all that is ſaid of 
his glorious Grace in the Holy Scriptures, and 
et never honour, eſteem, admire and applaud 
Him in his Heart, nor make any Acknowledg- 
ment of this with his Mouth, nor offer up theſe 
Affections and Acknowledgments to Him in Acts 
of Praiſe? And can there be any Religion, 
where there is no thorough Belief of theſe . 
Things, nor due Impreſſions of them on the 
Mind? Indeed, Praiſe is the nobleſt Part of Re- 
ligion. Employment for thoſe who have made 
the greateſt Proficiency in it. But none who have 
the true Principles of Religion can be wholl! 
Strangers to it. Such therefore, as never lit 
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their Hearts towards Go p, nor admire and adore 
him, for the Diſplays he has made of his Glories, 
in the Creation of all Things, and the Providence 
he exerciſes over them ; or in the Redemption of 
Mankind from Guilt and Wrath by Jzsus Curisr. 
Such as never offer up their Thanks to Him for 
his Mercies to themſelves, nor their Praiſes for 
the Excellencies and Perfections of his own Na- 
ture, or his glorious Operations, muſt be utter 
Strangers to true and genuine Religion, and never 
felt the Power of it. 

AND yet how common a Caſe is this in the 
World? How many are richly favour'd with the 
common Bounties of Providence, have large 
Eſtates, and great Succeſs in their Undertakings, 
and yet never own their Obligations to Go p, 
nor pay him any Thanks at all? Nay, tis too 
common a Practice, for Men to aſcribe all to 
themſelves, and diſown their Debt to divine Boun- 
ty. And what Multitudes are there among ſuch 
as call Themſelves Chriſtians, who never take any 
ſerious Notice at all of the Glories of Gop ſhi- 
ning forth on the Works of his Hands, or mani- 
feſted and magnified in the Word of his Grace, 
nor ever improve them into Wonder, Affection, 
and Praiſe! How many enjoy and abuſe the Boun- 
ties of Providence, but never ſo much as think of 
their Concern with God, or the Homage of this 
kind which they owe to Him ? but * have the Harp 
and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, and Wine in their. 
Feaſts, but regard not GO D nor the Operation of his 
Hands. Tis but too common to convert Days of 
Thankſgiving into Seaſons of Riot and Exceſs. 


II. Secondly, 
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We may infer, 
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II. Secondly, T nos who are Chriſtians in Since» 
rity, are very blameable for their great Defefts as to 


this Duty. They are not as often, nor as much, 


nor as much elevated in offering Praiſe as they 


ought to be. Out of ten Lepers healed, there 


was but one who return'd * zo give Glory to GO D. 
"Tis well if our Praiſes hold the Proportion of one 
in ten to what we owe to Gop. We may be 
earneſt with him in Prayer. Our own Wants may 
urge Us to frequent and fervent Supplications. 
But who of Us have ſo deep a Concern for the 
Glory of God, or ſo diſtintereſted a Regard to it, 
as to ſpend ſo much Time, or have our Hearts ſo 
much engag'd in praiſing Go p, as in praying to 
Him ? | : 

AnD yet Praiſe is the nobleſt Act of Religion. 
It is the Perfection of it. It is almoſt the whole 
Buſineſs of thoſe who are perfected in the heaven- 
ly State. And is not this a Life to which we all 
2 aſpire? And ſhould we not begin that 

ork here on Earth, and endeavour to grow fa- 
miliar to it, which we hope will be at once our 
perpetual Employment and Delight in Heaven? 
Is not a Life of Praiſe the moſt delightful that can 
be; and what will, above all others, enliven, ele- 
vate and make glad the Soul? Would it not ſup» 


put under many a Burthen, and fatisfy many a 


ubt, and diſpel many a gloomy and diſmaying 
Fear, if we could accuſtom ourſelves to this noble 
Exerciſe ? Were that Time ſpent in praiſin 
Gon, eſpecially for the Wonders of his Love an 
Grace by Jzsus CarisrT, which Chriſtians in 
doubt are apt to ſpend — on Themſelve 
wWoul 


Luke wii. , 16. 
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would it not much ſooner give Eaſe and Satisfae- 
tion to the Mind ? - 

.. AND are not Chriſtians then to be blamed for 
their Defe&s as to this Duty? That they are ſo 
little practis'd in this moſt noble and reliſhing of 
all the Services of Religion. Is not G oD hereby 
greatly diſhonour'd, and do not they themſelves re- 
ceive great Damage by it? Would they not much 
more glorify Go p, and much better pleaſe him? 
Would they not have much more Communion with 
Gon, and Delight in Him, and would it not be 
much better then for Themſelves, if they did 
more frequently offer Praiſe to Him? Thoſe hap- 
py Spirits perfectly and perpetually pleaſe Him, 
and have perfe& and perpetual Delight in him, 
whoſe perpetual Buſineſs it is to offer perfect Devo- 
tion and Praiſe to him in Heaven. And ſurely 
the more we do of the Work of Heaven on Earth, 
the more ſhall We enjoy of the Happineſs of it. 
'And ſhould not Chriſtians blame themſelves for 
their Neglect of Go p and their own Intereſts, of 
which they are deeply guilty, by neglecting this 
Work of Praiſe. But, | "pa 


III. Thirdly, Lew us ſtir up ourſelves to give 
Glory to GOD by offering Praiſe to Him, by being 
much in this noble and delightful Exerciſe. Let 
us give him ſincere and hearty Thanks for his ma- 
nifold Favours, for the moſt common, and much 
more for any diſtinguiſhing Inſtances of his Boun- 
ty to Us. Let us give unto Him the Praiſe due to 
his Name, for what appears of his Perfections and 
Excellencies on the Works of Creation, in the Con- 
duct of Providence; but eſpecially in all the Won- 
ders of redeeming Wiſdom, Power and Love. 
Not forgetting any ſignal Appearances of God, 
on behalf of his Churches, or our People and Na- 
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tion. Let us. be much in contemplating the glo- 
rious Perfections of Gov, as they ate impreſs d 
upon the Works of his Hands, or offer themſelves 
to view in the Word of his Grace; and continue 
to contemplate till we are affected with Wonder, 


enflamed with Devotion, and ſeiz d with the utmoſt 


Veneration; till we feel our Hearts tranſ 

and gur Tongues tuned to a Song of Praiſe. Let 
us accuſtom ourſelves to offer Praile till it becomes 
natural and delightful, till we feel our Hearts 
bent for this Employment, apt and prompt to the 
Exercile. 

Ir is the nobleſt Work in the World: Till be 

the Employment of Heaven: Gon expects it 
from us: Our own Hearts will be made glad by 
it. And at this Time the Seaſon invites to it. 
This very Day is the Day the LO R D hath made, 
and made a joyful Day to every hearty Proteſtant, 
and every true Briton in theſs Lands; and we 
ſhould take Occaſion, from what of Gov appears 


upon it, to be much in his Praiſes. Let 


every 
Heart adore, and every Tongue break forth into a 


Song. Tis GOD is our GOD, and we hope will 


be ſo for ever and ever. - And his own Day is 
now approaching, and that a Day more ſolemin 
than ordinary, when a Feaſt of fat Things, of Nine 
on the Lees well ren d, is to be ſer forth before 


of Us, the bleeding Love of our ſacrificed Lotd 


is to be called to remembrance, and 411 the Wor 


ders of Redemption are to be commemorated. 


Oh let what has been ſaid at this Time, put our 


Minds in Tune for Praiſe, that we may meet tlie 


Lord's Day, and thoſe of Us who are to attend 
there, may meet him at his Table, with Hearts 
warm'd, enlarg'd, apt and ready .to flow out in 
Thankſgivings, Admiration and Applauſes of his 
Grace, and all other his glorious Perfections, ſhi- 
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Sake of our bleſſed Redeemer, to whom be 2 
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